DCMGA Board Meeting October 12, 2026 Minutes

Attending:

Board of Directors:
Zandra Faris – President
Lisa Loughmiller — First Vice President, Fundraising 
Abbe Bolich — Past President
Christine Lichtenwalter — Secretary
Tamara Luce — Treasurer
Cynthia Jones – Director-at-Large, Communications 
Gwen Cassel — Director-at-large for Awards, Recognitions, and Scholarships 
Mark Jones —Director-at-large for Community Projects 
Elizabeth Fabian — Director-at-Large, Outreach Event Coordinator


Parliamentarian
Rick Coke

Absent:
Janet Lane — Second Vice President, Member Services

Quorum:
The meeting was opened at the Raincatcher’s Garden of Midway Hills at 10:09 with a quorum present.

Minutes
Abbe Bolich made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2026 meeting. Mark Jones seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Budget
Awards, Recognition, and Scholarships
Cynthia Jones made a motion to approve the budget as submitted by Gwen Cassel in the amount of $3,400 for Awards and Badges, $4,000 for the Gift Fund, and $5,000 for Scholarships. Abbe seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Help Desk Live
Gwen moved to accept the Help Desk Live budget as submitted for $649.77. Cynthia seconded. The motion passed.

Jellyvangelist
Mark moved to accept the budget request for the Jellyvangelist team in the amount of $3,000, with an expected income of $6,500 and net income of $3,500. Abbe seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

Armstrong Elementary
Abbe made a motion to accept a $1,000 budget request for Armstrong Elementary. Cynthia seconded. The motion passed.

Community Outreach
Tamara made a motion to approve a budget request for $2,900 for Community Outreach. Abbe seconded. The motion passed.

Speakers Bureau
Cynthia made a motion to accept a $500 budget request for the Speakers Bureau. Gwen seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Temple Emanu-El
Cynthia made a motion to approve $4,695 for Temple Emanu-El. Abbe seconded. The motion passed.

Administrative Expenses
Abbe made a motion to approve $10,806 for Administrative Expenses. Cynthia seconded the motion. The motion passed.

TDG Greenhouse
Mark made a motion to deny the budget request for TDG Greenhouse and Impact Award because the request is for leasehold improvements, which we do not fund. Abbe seconded. The motion passed.

Dues Income
Cynthia made a motion to approve the budget for dues income of $12,120 for 2027. Abbe seconded. The motion passed.

Store Patronage Reward Income
The Store Patronage program is expected to bring in $1,200. Cynthia made a motion to accept this income as presented. Abbe seconded. The motion passed.

Fundraising
Tamara moved to accept the 1st VP—Fundraising budget request for a net income of $8,550. Cynthia seconded. The motion passed.

Speakers Bureau
Tamara moved to accept the Speakers Bureau income of $3,500. Cynthia seconded. The motion passed.

Programs
Cynthia moved to approve the 2nd VP’s request for $8,000 for meeting expenses. Mark seconded. The motion passed.

R&B1
Abbe made a motion to table the R&B1 budget request in the amount of $6,175 until the November board meeting. Cynthia seconded. The motion passed.

Gift Awards
We have received requests from seven applicants, three of whom are disqualified. The qualifying applicants and amounts are:
	Berry Patch, $15,000 for research
	Hope Harvest, $855 for sprinklers and a seed and book library
	Saint Cecelia, $1,200
	Temple Shalom Justice Garden, $1,800 for food production and a pollinator garden
Abbe made a motion that the gift fund be awarded to:
	Saint Cecelia, $1,000
	Temple Shalom, $1,000
	Hope Harvest, $855
Cynthia seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Financial Assistance for MG School Students
Tuition for the 2027 Master Gardener school is set for $325 per student, including t-shirt and book. Those wanting the information but not seeking to become certified would be charged $175. A request for scholarship assistance for the DCMGA Master Gardener school has been received. The board discussed the request, and it was determined that scholarship money for 2026 has already been allocated and spent. Tamara made a motion to decline the request. Gwen seconded the motion. The motion passed. 


Meeting with Dallas County Commissioner Theresa Daniel
A meeting with the commissioner is scheduled for Monday, October 19, 2026. Expected attendees include Xiomara Diaz, County Extension Director; Anne LeSenne, Dallas County Horticulture Extension Agent; and Master Gardeners Zandra Faris, Cynthia, Mark, Ellen Schwab, and Lisa Patterson.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Lichtenwalter
Secretary





