
DCMGA Board Meeting June 8, 2026 Minutes

Attending:

Board of Directors:
Zandra Faris – President
Lisa Loughmiller — First Vice President, Fundraising
Janet Lane — Second Vice President, Member Services
Abbe Bolich — Past President
Christine Lichtenwalter — Secretary
Tamara Luce — Treasurer
Elizabeth Fabian — Director-at-Large, Outreach Event Coordinator
Cynthia Jones – Director-at-Large, Communications

Quorum:
The meeting was opened at the AgriLife Extension office at 10:30 with a quorum present.

Minutes
Tamara Luce made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 11 meeting. Abbe Bolich seconded. The motion passed.

Christine Lichtenwalter made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 19 special session, as amended. Abbe seconded. The motion passed.

Congratulations
Congratulations are due to Cynthia Jones for the article posted in the June 3, 2026 edition of the Dallas Morning News. Entitled “Local Program Cultivates Masters While Teaching Research- and Science-Based Gardening,” the article explored some of the history of the Master Gardening program, as well as explaining who Master Gardeners are and the impact they have on the community. Well done, Cynthia!

Director-at-Large Position Vacancies
We have two open positions on the board: Director-at-Large for Project Maintenance and Volunteer Engagement, and Director-at-Large for Awards & Recognition and Scholarships. The board discussed shuffling the titles and duties of these positions. They also suggested names of Master Gardeners who might be able to fill those positions.

Treasurer’s Report
Tamara made a motion to approve the rollover of our CD at the prevailing interest rate for a 2-year period. Abbe seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Tamara made a motion to approve a non-budgeted funding request [NBFR] for $250 for the communications team to upgrade SignUp Genius for the 2026-27 annual subscription. Christine seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Cynthia made a motion to approve two additional scholarships for $4,950 each. This would bring the total number of scholarships granted to three, and the total dollar amount for the three would be $14,850. Abbe seconded. The motion passed. 

New Projects
Maple tree sale this fall: Metro Maples is already preparing our order for this sale. 

Due to the popularity of the annual fall pansy sale, we will host it again this fall after missing last year.

Nominations Committee
Abbe reported that the Nominations Committee will meet on the 18th of June.



The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Lichtenwalter

Addenda:

In light of the vacancy on the board, Zandra Faris made a motion via email to the board on June 16 to consider Mark Jones as the D-A-L for Community Projects.  Tamara seconded. The motion passed on June 18.

On July 20, our new DAL for Award, Recognitions and Scholarships, Gwen Cassel, made a motion via email to request an extension for the deadline to apply to the Gift Fund. The new deadline would be September 15, 2026 to allow applicants additional time to get their applications submitted. Tamara seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The motion passed on July 22.

On July 27, Dorothy Thompson submitted a non-budgeted funding request [NBFR] to Tamara. Tamara then made a motion on July 27 to approve the request for $131 for an external hard drive and case to back up the computer used for monthly meetings. Christine seconded the motion. The motion passed on July 29.


On August 7, Zandra made a motion to appoint Rick Coke as our new parliamentarian. Christine seconded the motion. There was no discussion necessary. The motion passed on August 7.

